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Chris Binns – AutoPLANT Product Manager 

AutoPLANT Product Update 
 DK User Meeting – 15th November 2011 
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• Introduction to me... 

• Where we are today... 
– AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) 

• Where we are going... 
– AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) “Refresh” 

• Where we are going after that... 
– AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 4) 

– Jacketed Piping Module Demonstration 

• Where we are going in 2012... 

• After 2012... 

 

Agenda 
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• 1985 – Began working life with Costain Petrocarbon 

• 1997 – EDC Photonic, Rebis reseller 

• 2000 – Rebis UK 

• 2003 – Bentley Acquired Rebis 

• 2006 – Appointment Product Manager for P&IW apps 

• 2010 – Appointed Product Manager for all AutoPLANT apps 

• 14 AutoPLANT experience 

Introduction to me 
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Where we are today… 
AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) 
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• Released May 2011 
– AutoCAD 64-bit and Windows 7 64-bit compatibility 

– MS Office 2010 support 

– Ribbon Menus and Tool Palettes for P&ID and PDW 

– i-model creation from within PDW 

– Interoperability via iRING for Data Manager and I&W 

– Certification with latest Bentley Collaboration Products 
• ProjectWise, Navigator, i-model Composer, Bentley View, Pro-Steel etc. 

– Latest SQL Server  and ORACLE version support 

 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) 
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• AutoCAD Support 
– AutoCAD 2009 (32-bit) only 

– AutoCAD 2010 (32-bit & 64-bit) 

– AutoCAD 2011 (32-bit & 64-bit) 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) 
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• Microsoft Office 2010 Support 
– AP SS3 supports 32-bit and 64-bit versions of MS Office 2010 

– Currently MS Office 2010 (32-bit) only on a 32-bit O/S 

– Conflict between Office 2010 (32-bit) and 64-bit Access Data 
Engine required by AutoPLANT SS3 (64-bit) 

– Solution is to deploy MS Office 2010 (64-bit) 

– However, Microsoft don’t recommend installing MS Office 2010 
(64-bit) if you don’t have to!!  

 

– Solution for MS Office 2010 (32-bit) on a 64-bit O/S underway 

 

 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) 
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• Ribbon Menus and Tool Palettes for P&ID and PDW 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) 
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• AutoPLANT i-model Composer released 

• i-model creation directly from within PDW 

– Based on OpenPlant (ISO 15926) schema 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) 

ISO 15926 
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I/O Data 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) 

• Interoperability via iRING for Data Manager and I&W 
– “1D” list type data 

– Line Lists, Valve Lists, Instrument Lists, I/O Lists etc. 
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• ISO 15926 Realtime Interoperability Network Grid 
 

 

 

“So what is the iRING?” 
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AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) 

• Certification with latest Bentley Collaboration Products 
– ProjectWise V8i   

• (SELECTseries 2) & (SELECTseries 3) 

– i-model Composer V8i 

• (SELECTseries 2) & (SELECTseries 3) 

– Navigator V8i 

• (SELECTseries 2) & (SELECTseries 3) 

– View V8i   
• (SELECTseries 2) support  

– ProStructures (ProSteel) V8i   
• (SELECTseries 3) 

– AutoPIPE V8i   
• (SELECTseries 1) & (SELECTseries 2)  
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• SQL Server 2008 R2 support 

 

 

 

 

• ORACLE 11g Release 2 support 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) 
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Where we are going… 
AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) “Refresh” 
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• End of November 2011 release 

• Roll-up of all priority account issues addressed 

– Mainly Drawing Flattener and ISOGEN 

– Pus other significant issues relating to ProjectWise & P&ID 

– Full list in ReadMe 

• P&ID (64-bit) performance improvements 

• ISOGEN v10.3.0.50 support  

• Improvements to AutoPLANT i-model Composer 

– Choice of Schema for model review or interoperability 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) “Refresh” 
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• Improvements to AutoPLANT i-model Composer 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) Refresh 



©
  2

01
1 

B
en

tle
y 

S
ys

te
m

s,
 In

co
rp

or
at

ed
 

17 | WWW.BENTLEY.COM 

• AutoPLANT i-model Composer schema selection 

• AutoPLANT Schema for: 

– Design Review & Visualisation 

– Clash Detection 

– Electronic Mark-up 

– Using Bentley Navigator 

• OpenPlant (ISO 15926) Schema for: 
– Interoperability via iRING 

– Interoperability with OpenPlant 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 3) Refresh 
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Where we are going after that… 
AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 4) 
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• End December 2011 release 
– AutoCAD 2012 support 

– MEP/Architecture/Mechanical 

– New 64-bit .NET controls 

– 64-bit performance improvements 

– Improved Object Enablers 

– EquipmentWise integration 

– Installer improvements 

– Jacketed Pipe Module 

– Latest Collaboration Product Support 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 4) 

Ho, ho, ho 
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• AutoCAD 2012 – only supported version 
– To reduce QA burden and enable leverage of latest AutoCAD 

technology i.e. not having to cater for lowest version 

– (SELECTseries) releases will have single version support 
from (SELECTseries 4) onwards 

– (SELECTseries 4) will be certified on MEP, Architecture and 
Mechanical 

 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 4) 
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• New 64-bit .NET controls (project Ulysses) 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 4) 
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• Jacketed Pipe Module (project Phoenix 2) 
– “Enablement” shipped with (SELECTseries 4) 

• Actual module expected Q1 2012 

– Draw scripts and content delivered via Content Server 

– Content Server to be deliver mechanism for all new content 
i.e. modules and catalogs 

– Users notified when content is available to download and 
“plug-in” 

– Developed by BSW Content Services Group 
• Delivery independent of the (SELECTseries 4) release 

– Catalog content to be provided 

– Demo plus Q & A later 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 4) 
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• Jacketed Pipe Module (project Phoenix 2) 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 4) 
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Where we are going in 2012… 
AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 5) 
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• Possible (SELECTseries 4) Refresh release May/June 
– Defect Correction release 

• AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 5) H2 2012 

– AutoCAD 2013 support (probable DWG format change) 

– OpenPlant Isometrics Manager Integration 

– Pipe routing and editing improvement 

– i-model consumption 

– Continued 64-bit development 

– ProjectWise integration enhancements for distribution 

– Support for latest Office/SQL Server /ORACLE updates 

 

AutoPLANT Plans for 2012 
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• OpenPlant Isometrics Manager integration 

– To offer an alternative to ISOGEN 

– ISOGEN support to continue 

– ISOGEN will no longer ship with AutoPLANT 

– Gives BSW greater control of the iso creation technology 

– Existing AutoPLANT Workflows to remain the same 

– Ability to generate Iso’s from project database outside of 
AutoPLANT 

– DWG/DXF/PCF support 

– Additional intelligent DGN support 

– Easier configuration with migration of ISOGEN setting 

– PCF output for SpoolGen 

 

 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 5) 
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• Pipe Routing & Editing Enhancements 
– Reboid and Object Enabler enhancements 

– Leveraging latest AutoCAD graphics technology 

– Routing by pipe placement or component placement 

– Smother “rendered routing” and grip editing 

– Greater support for realistic styles 

– Auto-routing with option toggling 

 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 5) 
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• Further 64-bit performance improvement 
– Rewrite of components such as database layer, INI handling, 

translation layer and shared utilities 

• Support for latest Bentley Collaboration Products 

– ProjectWise, Navigator, AutoPIPE, i-model Composer etc. 

• i-model Consumption 
– Exchanging i-model data between AutoPLANT & OpenPlant 

projects 

• ProjectWise Integration Enhancements 
– Distributed work sharing based on Briefcase Mode 

technology 

 

 

AutoPLANT V8i (SELECTseries 5) 
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• Joint ventures between AutoPLANT and other Bentley 
product groups 

– New Data Manager application 
• Work with both AutoPLANT project database and OpenPlant project 

database 

– Improved AutoPLANT & Navigator solution 
• To compete with the AutoPLANT + Navisworks solution 

– AutoPLANT <> AutoPIPE 
• Develop a “stress schema” & approved into ISO15926 

• 2-way integration with OpenPlant and AutoPLANT using i-models 

 

 

 

Other Development in 2012 
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After 2012… 
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• AutoPLANT connected to OpenPlant Model Server 
– Component (not file) based design for AutoPLANT  

• Integration with Bentley Cable & Raceway Management 

– Possibly replace AutoPLANT Raceways 

– Cable management for I&W and promis•e  

• New Datasheets application 
– To work with AutoPLANT and OpenPlant  

• New Electrical & Instrumentation solutions 

– To work with AutoPLANT and OpenPlant  

 

 

 

Under consideration for 2013 and beyond 
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• http://communities.bentley.com/products/plant/design__
_engineering/default.aspx 

 

Get involved – BE Communities 

http://communities.bentley.com/products/plant/design___engineering/default.aspx
http://communities.bentley.com/products/plant/design___engineering/default.aspx
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• http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=1773868&trk=myg
_ugrp_ovr 

 

Get involved – LinkedIn AutoPLANT Group 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=1773868&trk=myg_ugrp_ovr
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=1773868&trk=myg_ugrp_ovr
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• https://twitter.com/#!/Chris_Binns 

Get involved - Twitter 

https://twitter.com/
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• Questions? 

• Chris.binns@bentley.com 

 

Thank you! 

mailto:Chris.binns@bentley.com

